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New series on model motor racing * Airfix announce two 
1:72 scale aircraft and another OO/HO scale tank * Profile: 
More on Beaufighters *% First steps in spray painting 








...even the fire 
extinguisher is there! 


This Airfix 1/32nd scale 1910 Bus ts an exact 
replica of the Old Bill vehicle. Has a wealth of 
detail, crew and passengers. 130-part kit 6/-. 
It's typical of the realism you get with Airfix 
models. They're just like the real thing! 
More than that, though, Airfix give you 


JUST LIKE 
THE REAL THING! 





constant scale, so that the models of every 
series are proportionately right; and a great 
ever-increasing range—there are 11 series 
now, with over 150 kits. At prices from 2/- 
to 12/6, Airfix are great on value too. 

For endless modelling fun—make it Airfix. 


CONSTANT SCALE 
CONSTRUCTION KITS 


From model and hobby shops, toy shops, and F. W. Woolworth 


"STOP PRESS ! 


TANK TRANSPORTER — 


A realistic HO/OO model, 8 ins 
long, of the Scammell 

30-ton vehicle used 

for tank movement 

and recovery. 

108-part kit 

complete with 

markings and 

driver. 3/- 


Cl62E 





Be) COW 
Porn SCALE 


ee oe Se ee 


INSTRUCTION Kits 


a 
‘he 
a % 


HO/OO model & 
of German 75 m.m 
Panzer Assault Gun 2/- 








A magnificent 


SERVICE 
STATION 


for model cars 4 


This magnificent model garage 
is right up to the minute in design 
and styling. Just the job for the modern 
youngster who loves ‘playing cars’. There is a 
workshop, showroom, office, toilets and cafe 58/1] 
with glazed forecourt and spacious car park. (carr. 3/9) 


me To Hobbies Ltd, _—i 
4 Dept.16 | ASSEMBLE IT YOURSELF 
Dereham, Norfolk. | You assemble the garage from 
Y Please send Service Hobbies Kit RTA8 comprising all 
Station Kit RTA8. | parts pre-cut ready to put together. 
| 


Size of base 
24in. x 18in. 






Remittance of 62/8 (including post) enclosed. Doors, posters, windows, etc. are 
printed in colour and all papers and 
finish are included, also petrol 
Oi ADO IRR: “ee Seg 22 eae eae | pumps, but not the cars. 
wants sails ees epliepctaatuaveskiaeds Kits price 58/11 from all Hobbies 
| branches and stockists, or post 
tien nie al. en TODAY. 








NEW “‘FROG” KITS 1/72 scale. 3/0d. each. © 
Aiteseed Oxford. Bristol Beaufort. | THE ONE COLOUR HANDY 


Westland Wessex 1. Hotspur 11. Glider. 
‘HAWK’ KITS 1/72 scale. 5/11d. each. | PACK FOR EVERYONE 
Convair Dart Skyray F4D-1. | 
XF-92A. A24 Attack Bomber. 
SNJ Navy Trainer. Swift. 
Thunderstreak Spirit of St. Louis. 
F-84P. 


A.M.T, 1/25 scale Car Kits: 


1925 Ford..... 24/6d. 1940 Ford..... 17/11. 

1929 Ford..... 24/6d. 1949 Ford..... 17/11. | This 
1932 Ford..... 17/11. 1950 Ford..... 24/64. | colourful 
1936 Ford..... 17/11. 1957 T-Bird... 24/6d. | handy sized pack 








NEW L.T.C. Kits: _ contains a generous | = 1/ 4 
Martin Bomber 1/75 11/9d. _ supply of ‘‘Plasticine’’ the world 
Grumman Duck 1/50 11/9d. famous modelling material, with the colour 

N156 Freedom Fighter 1/50 11/9d. shown aot ee specially at out, 
; ensuring easy colour recognition. Colours: Red, 

MONOGRAM 1/72 scale Kits: Yellow, Blue, Dark Green, Turquoise, Brown, 

B-26 Invader.. 11/6d. | F-105 Thunder- Grey, Cerise, Flesh, Black, White and Orange. 

0-5) Rae nree chief. 11/6d. Packing—One dozen assorted per outer 


Albatross...... 17/6d. | 
Kits by all leading makers: Airfix: Frog: 


A.M.T.: Faller: Monogram: I.T.C. Revell: | s es _¢ * 
Pyro: Comet: Heller: Merit: Johan: | Plasticine 


carton or single colours if required. 





Hawk. 
Sole Manufacturers: Regd. Trade Mark 
THE MODEL MAIL ; 
B.M.W. ORDER HOUSE HARBUTT’S PLASTICINE LTD 
(Models) | BATHAMPTON, BATH, SOMERSET 


329 Haydons Road, Wimbledon, $.W.19. 
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TOP FLIGHT FINISHES 


QUALITY PRODUCTS 












FAMOUS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD! 


. USE 





] ‘Joy’ ree FORMULA PLASTIC 3 ‘Joy-Plane’ BALSA CEMENT 





TOP FLIGHT MODELLERS 


ENAMEL | : New and improved quality. Very quick 
Available in 18 inter-mixable colours. and hard setting. Penetrates deeply and 
Resistant to heat and most fuels. Gives is heat resisting and oil-proof. Available 
glass hard abrasion and wear resisting in long nozzle tubes. 7d; I /-s 1/8. 
surface. Tins I /-; 1/9; 3/3; 5/6. 

‘ . ] 
2 ‘Joy’ PLASTIC ENAMEL PACK 4 New-Discovery POLYSTYRENE 
Contains six bottles; White, Blue, Yellow, CEMENT ” ‘ 
Red, Black and brush cleaner. Complete Non-stringing, quick drying and colourless. 
with brush and two palettes. 3/6. The perfect adhesive for giving weld joint 
to any Polystyrene surface. Available in 
JOY better quality, greater quantity, finest value. special long nozzle tubes. 7d. 


TURNBRIDGE MFG. & SUPPLY CO. LTD., LONDON S.W.1I7 
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MARCH 1963 ONE SHILLING MONTHLY 


Calling all drivers! 


ONE of the most popular branches of modelling has, 

for many years, been miniature railways. Par- 
ticularly since the war, progress in their design and 
method of manufacture has given them improved 
performance, added realism and better value for 
money, resulting today in a very high standard of 
quality. 

In more recent times, we have seen the introduction 
of a number of different model motor racing systems, 
which seem generally to have reached a most praise- 
worthy standard of quality and performance, in quite 
a short space of time. It is perhaps fair to suppose that 
model railways have, in some respects, contributed 
towards the design features of the miniature electric 
motors which give these cars such startling perfor- 
mances. 


Since Airfix entered the model motor racing field a 
year ago, the success of their system has exceeded all 
expectations. In future issues we will be bringing you 
news of further exciting additions to their range, which 
will permit even more realistic circuits to be operated. 


We are well aware of the ever-growing popularity 
of this miniature sport and are pleased to announce 
that, in this issue, we are launching the first of a 
regular new monthly series of articles on model motor 
racing. It is our intention to give you tips on layout 
building, modifying cars and generally deriving the 
maximum amount of enjoyment from this hobby. 


The author of our new series needs little introduc- 
tion to motoring enthusiasts. Bert Lamkin is a keen 
member of the British Racing and Sports Car Club 
and has been very closely involved in the building 
and operation of this Club’s model racing layout at 
their annual Racing Car Show, in London. We are 
sure his wealth of experience will prove of interest 
and value to all miniature racing fans. 





Cover picture 


One of the 3,300 hp Type A 25kV AC electric locomotives supplied by AEI for the British 

Railways electrification of the Manchester and Liverpool to Crewe lines. Numbered E3001 to 

E3023, these locomotives are now operating as far south as Stafford on the LMR main line to 
Euston, which is expected to be completely electrified by 1966. 
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IN THE 


ALE 


BY ALAN W. HALL 





NY keen aircraft model maker will 

eventually get to the stage where he 
wants to get direct reference to paint 
schemes, modification details and so on. He 
is then bound to take more than a passing 
interest in aircraft recognition, and this 
leads to another fascinating hobby which 
can be just as time-absorbing if done in a 
thorough manner. It works both ways, of 
course, the aircraft recognition enthusiast 
may become a model maker, but whichever 
approach you take aircraft recognition 
comes into it somewhere. 

The enthusiast will want to keep a log of 
all that he sees in his local area, together 
with aircraft seen at airfields and exhibitions. 
This is just fine, but what happens in the 
winter months when, for days at a time, 
aircraft are fog- or snow-bound, and the 
visibility is so limited that only the sound of 
aircraft can tantalisingly be heard above the 
clouds? 

The need to overcome this annual 
difficulty, and at the same time do your 
spotting the easy way by the fireside, has 
created a new craze amongst the enthusiasts. 
This is VHF radio reception. 

Almost all aircraft in the confined air- 
space above this country nowadays carry 
radio. The captain of the aircraft is in 
constant touch with ground stations and his 
route is monitored by radar. Most of the 
larger transport types fly in pre-determined 
lanes, or “‘airways”’ as they are called, and a 
routine system of reporting points are 
situated in these, rather in the same way 
that trains use a signalling system to control 
their progress and avoid bumping into each 
other. 

By monitoring the radio “chatter” and 
relating the information obtained to an air- 
ways map, the enthusiast can keep up a 
regular watch on aircraft movements up to 
anything over 50 miles away. Depending on 
the position of the receiver, aircraft calls 
can even be heard up to 200 miles away, 
given ideal conditions. 

Those of you who read the technical air- 
craft magazines will have seen several 
advertisements recently for aircraft radio 
receivers worked by batteries, but costing 
over £30. For the average enthusiast, this 
would mean mortgaging the weekly pocket 








a 
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The Boeing 727 just prior to its first flight 
in February. The top picture shows the 
similarity of its layout to the British Trident 
in having all three engines in the tail. 


money for more than a year, and unless a 
rich aunt is readily available the purchase of 
one of these sets is just not on! 

Many of us have been confronted by the 
same problem. There was the possibility of 
purchasing a government surplus VHF 
receiver for about £5-£10 but this would 
have needed a separate room to house the 
bits and pieces, as the equipment works on 
mains electricity and is far from portable. I 
was more than interested, therefore, when I 
received through the mail recently a circular 
from a company in Worcester, giving details 
of a simple VHF receiver for the amazingly 
low cost of £2 14s 6d. This is even cheaper 
when ordered in kit form, but I don’t 
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advise this sort of purchase unless you are 
conversant with radio techniques and have 
the available tools. 

You can have either battery or mains 
power for your set, and you will need a 
power pack or batteries in addition to the 
actual receiver. Headphones or a _ loud- 
speaker are also essentials. The whole works, 
including the added possibility of an aerial, 
doesn’t work out at more than £8 which, to 
say the least, is quite a bit cheaper than the 
more sophisticated versions. The range of 
the set when completed is between 100- 
150 Mc/s and covers all of the aircraft VHF 
frequencies. 

Full details can be obtained from 
Johnsons (Radio), St. Martins Gate, 
ee and the name of the set is the 

R2. 

% It is now possible to reveal a further 
development of the de Havilland Sea Vixen 
two seat all-weather fighter of the Royal 
Navy. The new aircraft, known as the Sea 
Vixen FAW 2, carries four Red Top air-to- 
air missiles and differs in appearance from 
earlier versions in having tail booms of a 
deeper section that break the leading edge 
of the wing, and a revised nose which pre- 
sumably houses the radar and control 
systems for the missiles. 

% The recent bad weather has caused 
havoc to the airlines and private aircraft 
alike. Not to be outdone by the elements, 
Vickers moved their VC1O aircraft from 
their home base at Wisley to Heathrow 
airport, where they continued the tight 
schedule of tests designed to ready the air- 
craft for full passenger certification. The 
occasion afforded BOAC the opportunity 
to try out the extensions made to the roof 
of the maintenance base, so that the gigantic 
tail units of the VC10s can be brought under 
cover. 

%* Light aircraft also had their difficulties. 
The Tiger Club at Redhill were not to be 
outdone, however, and produced a ‘lash-up’ 


The new Sea Vixen FAW2. Note the extended 
and deepened tail booms and the change in 
nose outline. 
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Not to be beaten by the bad weather, Vickers 
moved their VC\Os to Heathrow to carry 
on the test programme. Here, G-ARVB 
stands outside the main BOAC maintenance 
base hangars. 


made from Dexion and a pair of skis for the 
Piper Super Cub, and a more sophisticated 
effort for their Turbulents. G-APNZ was 
the first of this type to be converted and I 
understand that others of the breed are to 
have similar changes of undercarriage if the 
weather continues in its present manner. 
The Army have also been experimenting 
with ski undercarriages and have equipped 
one of their Beaver aircraft for truly all- 
weather operation. 

% Recent first flights in spite of the weather 
were the fourth de Havilland Trident from 
Hatfield on January 17 and the Continental 
powered version of the Short Skyvan on the 
same date. 

%* Spotters in Edinburgh will welcome the 
news that Ferranti’s are to have on loan 
from the Ministry of Aviation a Blackburn 
Buccaneer for research and development 
work into radar systems. The aircraft will be 
based at Turnhouse, where Safeland arrester 
barriers are being installed 200 ft from each 
end of runway 13/31. 

%* Whilst BOAC are said to be offering one 
of their de Havilland Comet 4s for sale, the 
Hawker Siddeley Group have announced 
that the Ministry of Aviation have placed 
an order for a Comet 4C for delivery in the 
autumn. The new aircraft will be used for 
experimental research into the problems of 
long-range navigation and instrumentation 
and will be based at AX&AEE Boscombe 
Down. 

% A second Royal Navy Buccaneer 
squadron, No 809, has been formed at 
RNAS Lossiemouth. No 801, the first unit 
to be equipped with these aircraft, is due to 
embark on HMS Ark Royal this month. 
% The Boeing 727 made its first flight 
during the first week of February and 
although almost a year behind its British 
equivalent, the Trident, has already secured 
orders for 127 examples for five different 
airlines. 

















NEWS FR OM AIRFI X The world’s greatest value in construction kits 


Two new fighters and a Russian tank 


ODEL aircraft enthusiasts have a 

treat in store this month, with the intro- 
duction by Airfix of two more 1:72 scale 
fighter aircraft. They are the English 
Electric FIA Lightning (selling at 3s) and 
the Hawker P1127 (price 2s). Model 
wargamers will also welcome the arrival 
of another OO/HO scale military vehicle— 
the Joseph Stalin 3 tank, which is priced 
at 2s. 


The Airfix kit or the English Electric 
FIA Lightning comprises 35 parts, moulded 
in silver plastic. The under-carriage can be 





assembled in either the lowered or retracted 
position, and the two air brakes on the 
rear sides of the fuselage can be fixed in 
either the open or closed position. The kit 
also includes two rocket missiles (which 
are carried, one each side, behind the nose), 
a pilot and the necessary transfers to enable 
the model to be completed in the markings 
of No 111 squadron. 

The Lightning was the first British 
supersonic combat aircraft, and has been 
in service with RAF Fighter Command 
since 1960. Unusal characteristics of the 
aircraft include the twin engine arrange- 
ment (one engine being mounted behind 
and above the other) and the large belly 
fuel tank which can be jettisoned in an 
emergency. Armament packs of different 
kinds can be installed in the underside of 
the fuselage. These loads can consist of a 
second pair of 30 mm Aden Mk 4 cannon, 
or 48 two-inch rockets, although the 
normal pack contains the equipment and 
launching shoes for two Firestreak homing 
missiles. 


Two Rolls-Royce Avon 200 single-shaft 
turbojets power the Lightning, giving it a 
maximum speed of 1,500 mph. There are 
now three squadrons officially classed as 
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having them on their strength—Nos 111, 
74 and 56. No 74 squadron’s aircraft 
carry yellow and black chequers and the 
tiger’s head motif. A picture on page 133 
of our October, 1962, issue shows the 
latest 74 squadron markings used this year 
at Farnborough. No 56 squadron has red 
and white chequers and a unit badge on the 
tail. All these squadrons are equipped with 
either the Mk 1A or Mk 2 Lightnings. 

The kit can easily be converted into a 
Mk 3 by chopping off the top of the fin and 
making other minor alterations. For the 
more advanced trainer versions—the T Mk 
4 and T Mk 5—a complete new nose, and 
chopped off fin in the case of the T Mk 5, 
can be made. The canopy will have to be 
remoulded, but this should not be too 
difficult a conversion. A particularly pleasing 
feature of the kit is the excellently moulded 
air intake. 

The FIA Lightning went into service 
with 111 squadron in 1961, replacing their 
Hawker Hunters (the famous ‘Black 
Arrows’ aerobatic team). The Hawker 
Hunter F6, in 111 squadron markings, is 
also produced in the Airfix 1:72. scale 
aircraft range. A comparison between these 
two models gives an excellent indication of 
how the size of jet fighter aircraft has 
increased in a short space of time. A history 
of Treble One Squadron appeared. in our 
January 1963 issue. 

Though the Hawker P1127 kit does not 
lend itself so easily to conversions, model- 
lers will find that there are several parts in 
the kit which can be used for other aircraft 
models. The 37 parts (moulded in silver 


Above, left: The 1:72 scale Hawker P1127 

kit has 37 parts and sells for 2s. Below, left: 

Airfix’s first Russian tank, the Stalin, 

comprises 67 parts. Above: To 1:72 scale, 

the English Electric F\1A Lightning kit is 
priced at 3s. 








nozzles, transfers to enable it to be moulded 
on the first prototype and alternative nose 
and tail cones, depending upon whether the 
model is to represent the prototype or 
production aircraft. The undercarriage can 
also be assembled in either the retracted or 
lowered position. 

The P1127 is the world’s first operational 
aircraft designed for vertical take-off and 
landing. It is powered by a single Bristol 
Siddeley BS53 Pegasus turbofan, which has 
four individual jet outlets, two on each side 
of the engine. Each outlet has a nozzle 
which can be rotated through 90 degrees so 
that the jet can be used to give vertical lift 
or horizontal thrust. As the total weight of 
the aircraft is less than the thrust developed 
by the engine, the aircraft is capable of 
vertical take-off. When airborne, the 
nozzles are gradually rotated until all the 
thrust is being used for forward flight. 

Airfix’s kit of the P1127 enables any of 
the various prototype aircraft to be made, 
bearing in mind that these may well differ 
in minor details as they are still under 
continual development. Prototypes are 
used by the Ministry of Aviation for research 
into VTOL characteristics. Some of these 
will be employed in testing the ground 
attack armament, which will be external, 
and carried on under-wing pylons. 

Designed to the same scale as the Airfix 
OO and HO scale military figures, the Joseph 
Stalin 3 tank kit comprises 67 parts (moulded 
in khaki-coloured plastic), and is the first 
Russian tank to be modelled by Airfix. 
There are no fewer than 48 individual wheel 
components to be assembled and _ the 
finished result is an extremely authentic 
representation of the real thing. The 
turret rotates and there is an elevating gun 
barrel. Two hatches on top of the turret can 


Continued on page 324 
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Plastic modelling 


by Mike Bryant 





First steps in spray painting 


HUMBROL'S introduction of their new 

Jet Pak self-contained spray gun brings 
spray painting within the reach of a 
considerable body of modelmakers in this 
country for the first time. In general, I think, 
the average modeller is frightened of spray 
painting—and in the past this has largely 
been because of the expensiveness of the 
equipment—and its sheer bulk. Now a 
spraying outfit for 35s is a different propo- 
sition, and there should be a great many 
more models about with that ‘professional 
finish’. 

We modellers are an awkward lot, 
though—nothing quite satisfies us, does it? 
When I tried out the Jet Pak, the first thing 
I noticed was the size of the paint jar. 
Quite adequate for the home handyman or 
the car tinkerer, even for a spot of house 
decorating. But for those of us who make 
models and use our paint in fractions of 
an ounce it is, of course, quite vast —in 
fact you need about four of the (to us) 
quite usual 4 oz tins of paint to wet the 
bottom of the jar! Then, too, we use quite 
frequently at least a dozen different colours, 
so that the number of jars we need in 
stock could become quite expensive, because 
no-one wants to clean out jars between 
different colours. 


Jet Pak modifications 


For my own use, therefore, I devised a 
simple but completely practical modifi- 
cation which has solved all these problems, 
and I pass it on in the hope that it will 
help you with your painting, too. The 





additional parts you will require are :— 

1. A 4 oz. screw-topped plastic bottle 
from Woolworths. 

2. A large flat cork, 1} inches in diameter 
from Boots, or most chemists. 

3. A supply of 2d medicine or pill 
bottles, the necks of which will screw 
into the neck of the 4 oz plastic 
bottle. These medicine bottles come 
complete with a screw cap and can be 
bought at any chemists. Buy the 
plastic bottle first and try the pill 
bottles before you buy them. They 
should screw in tightly. 

The modifications are simple. Remove 
the Humbrol paint jar and the tube. Drill 
a 4+ inch hole in the flat cork, + inch from 
the edge. With a sharp modelling knife, cut 
off the top half of the plastic bottle as 
shown. Warm it in very hot water and 
force in the cork until it is 4 inch below the 
cut top half of the bottle. Warm the cut 
edge of the bottle again and screw it hard 
and firmly into the bottle housing in the 
plastic spray head. The bottle is slightly 
oversize for this operation, but if it is 
thoroughly warmed it will kink slightly and 
screw in firmly. 

Whilst you do this, hold the spray head 
carefully on top of the bottle housing—do 
not hold either the valve or the power unit 
or you will damage the valve or force off 
the power unit and possibly damage it too. 


The Humbrol Jet Pak is particularly suitable 
for painting the larger areas of models. Here 
it is being used on an Airfix Sunderland. 





Diagrammatic details of 
modifying the Jet Pak to 
take a smaller supply 
container, more conve- 


nient to the model 
maker, described in the 
text. 


Line up the hole in the cork below the 
paint tube, so that when the tube is plugged 
in again it is not twisted. Test an empty 
medicine bottle in position, screwing it 
firmly into the plastic bottle neck and 
check that the tube comes down nearly, 
but not quite, to the bottom of the bottle. 


General hints on spray painting 


The Jet Pak comes with instructions for its 
use and maintenance, but little guidance on 
actual spray painting téchniques, so the 
following ideas may be a help to the tender- 
foot with a gun. Success with a spray gun 
depends very largely on three things :— 

1. Preparing the work properly. 

2. Getting the paint the correct consis- 

tency. 

3. Taking time over the actual spraying. 

The surfaces you are going to paint must 
be clean and dry—and absolutely free of 
grease. A good washing in really hot water 
with plenty of detergent or washing up 
liquid, and brushing with a soft brush is a 
good treatment if at all possible. Once the 
model is washed, avoid handling as much as 
possible and dry in a warm, dust-free 
atmosphere. Any areas not to be sprayed 
must be masked off with paper and masking 
tape, taking care not to handle the part you 
are going to spray. 

The correct paint consistency is largely 
a matter of experience, gained by trial and 
error on scrap paper or wood. Nearly all 
paints have to be thinned to spray satis- 
factorily, the amount normally quoted 
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being an addition of 10 per cent of thinners 
—or until the paint has the consistency of 
thin cream. If it is too thick it will either 
not spray at all or will come out in thick 
‘blobs’; too thin will result in ‘weeping’ 
and ‘running’—equally ghastly! It is always 
advisable to strain the paint through a 
piece of old nylon stocking, especially if the 
particular tin has been opened and used 
before. 

Do your spraying in a still, dust-free 
atmosphere if you can. Do not smoke 
whilst you are doing it—cigarette ash 
stuck on your model by a film of paint is 
hardly a good beginning! Have your model 
on a piece of board, so that it can be 
moved without being touched whilst it is 
wet. Work in short bursts of the gun and 
avoid trying to get too much paint on in 
one coat, as two thin coats will produce a 
better finish than one thick one, complete 
with the odd ‘run’, 

Mr G. D. Barton, the Managing Director 
of the Humber Oil Company, who market 
the Jet Pak, has suggested to me that it is 
possible to use the small tins without modi- 
fying the outfit—the tin being inserted in 
the paint jar with long-nosed pliers with 
the spray tube dipped into the tin. I must 
admit that I have not tried this method—I 
am quite sure that I should end up with 
more paint on the floor than on the model, 
but I should like to acknowledge the co- 
operation and help that I have received 
from Humbrol in the preparation of this 
article. Copyright, Mike Bryant, 1963 
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LA YOUT REALISM by Alex Bowie 


[ HAVE sometimes given brief notes on 

Agia a layout in a cabinet, but 
because of shortage of space have never 
been able to give fuller information. Let’s 
repair the omission—by special request. 

Quite a number of people have a part 
of the room, or are only able to use a room 
occasionally for layout operation. That 
isn’t quite so bad as it sounds, for it has 
been said that the actual operation takes 
only a small percentage of the time given 
to our hobby. Most is spent on construc- 
tional work, kit-building, scenic work and 
so on. 

It has also been said that, though there 
are some women who don’t mind the living- 
room looking like bargain day at Bassett- 
Lowkes’, most insist that the railway is 
kept tidy. 


Neat and tidy 
There is no reason why it cannot be kept 
housed in a neat piece of furniture. But 
this piece of furniture must be fairly easy to 
make, with or without help. It should not 
cost too much, and its design should ensure 
that the layout can be easily stored or 
erected. That’s not such a tall order, 
provided that we keep to utterly simple 
lines, use the minimum of materials, and 
bar all complicated gadgetry. 

Look at the sketches. Any small layout 
can be accommodated, but these assume 


one of about 8 ft x 5 ft, with centre operating 
space. The baseboards will be a maximum 
of one foot wide, in order to keep the depth 
of the cabinet to reasonable proportions. 


Cabinet components 

The top and sides AB are of 4 inch 
Weyroc, or other good _ close-grained 
chipboard. The length-wise members and 
blocks C are of 1 inch x1 inch timber, and 
the uprights and cross pieces, D, are of 
2 inchx1 inch. The frames are best half 
jointed, but if you’re not good at this sort of 
thing, try “‘corrugated fasteners” from any 
hardware store. 

The doors should be of 14 inch x1 inch, 
covered with hardboard, and with each 
corner reinforced with ply or hardboard as 
shown, E. Piano hinges are best for fixing 
directly to chipboard. 

Now follow carefully and cross-check 
against the other sketches. The top will be 
supported by iron angle brackets, and simi- 
lar brackets, each topped by a piece of 
14110 inch wood, are also used to 
support the baseboards 1, 2, 3, when they 
are to be stored away. The last baseboard, 
4, has a trestle and rests on two pieces of 
wood, F, and these are positioned so that 
they do not foul the trestle. 

Take a close look at the folding trestle, 
or better still, look at an ironing board, and 
don’t say there isn’t one at home. This 
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trestle is a modification of the same idea. 
The principle is simple. The section G is 
hinged to the bottom of the baseboard, and 
H is in turn hinged to G. 

When erected, H will rest against the 
1 inch x1 inch cross member J, and when 
closed flat against the underside of the 
board, the trestle will be held in position by 
the swivelling bar K and its bent iron (or 
wood) catch L. A block of wood, M, at 
each end of this baseboard ensures that the 
doors will rest squarely underneath, without 
wobble. The back and doors and base are 
covered with hardboard, which adds 
tremendous strength. 


Baseboard 
Now about baseboards. All baseboards are 
of 4 inch chipboard braced with 1 inch x 
1 inch softwood. 1 and 2 should be 3 ft x 1 ft 
overall, and 3 and 4 work out at 8 ft x 1 ft 
Their total height should be about nine 
inches, including back-scene. Each should 
be put into the cabinet so that the back- 
scene is on the outside. A space is available 
for a storage shelf for rolling stock, and for 
a control unit. Observe that the control 
unit plugs into the baseboard after erection. 
Now I know that cash is a very important 
consideration, and that not all chaps are 
carpenters. All the same, with some people 


Left: The layout ready for operation, with 

doors and trestle supporting boards. On an 

uneven floor two small wedges may be needed 

under the doors. Right: Layout stored, with 

backscenes outward. Doors are omitted for 
clarity. 


the alternative may be no railway at all. 
Therefore the cost of this cabinet has been 
kept down as much as possible, and it’s 
just about as simple as I can think of. 
Those who would like something a little 
more elaborate have a basic idea to work 
from, using veneered Weyroc or similar 
luxury-class material for the exterior. 
And, by the way, when using hardboard 
over large areas, damp it well on the back 
and let it lie flat for 24 hours. If all model- 
lers would do this, there’d be fewer people 
blaming the material when things go wrong. 


Facing page: A typical layout suitable for 
housing in the cabinet—each baseboard is 
numbered for cross-reference. They should 
be firmly joined together using the hinge and 
bar system. Simple clips can hold back- 
scenes in place. Below: This drawing shows 
the main measurements, which can be altered 
to taste. The cabinet looks quite neat when 
closed. Note the trestle attached to one of 
the baseboards. 
! 












WHEELSPIN 


by Bert Lamkin 


WITH the quite recent entry of Airfix into 

the miniature car racing field, it is 
particularly appropriate that AIRFIx MAGA- 
ZINE should now have a regular article 
on the subject. Model car racing has, of 
course, been an active interest of individuals 
and clubs for some time, so that some of the 
ground we shall cover may have already 
been traversed. Nevertheless, for those 
owners of the basic Airfix set, these articles 
will, we hope, provide additional interest 
and entertainment. 

As the road has to come before the 
vehicle, we shall deal firstly with the layout, 
and a description of one based upon an 
actual racing circuit—Mallory Park. 

For this particular track, we are using 
two baseboards known as “Beatiboards’’, 
as they provide a light and fairly rigid 
surface. This surface will be regarded as 
the datum line for landscaping, etc. The 
first thing to do when contemplating a 
layout based on an actual circuit, and using 
a proprietary track, is to prepare a scale 
drawing, bearing in mind the overall size 
of the layout. One such drawing is shown, 
in this case using two baseboards, the joint 
coming where the track is level and straight. 
From this plan can be laid the actual track. 

The real Mallory Park circuit contains 
two lakes on its infield, and these are being 
incorporated in the model. Their surface 
will be virtually the base line, as it is not 
practical to hollow out ““Beatiboard”’. With 
this in mind, the Airfix track is laid on small 
battens of various thicknesses to give the 
required contour. These battens are from 





64 to 8 inches in length, and are glued to 
the baseboard to coincide with the track 
joints. The Airfix track is fixed to the 
battens by small wood screws through the 
moulded side lugs. As at present there is 
only one size of curve and straight, a certain 
amount of trimming is required with this 
particular circuit. The plastic can be cut 
quite easily with a small hacksaw and the 
pieces cemented together when the final 
shape is achieved. Electrical continuity of the 
pick-up rail is also easily made by virtue 
of the simple clip idea that Airfix use. 
With the circuit in position on the base- 
board, the sites of the buildings and land- 
scape features can be indicated. One has to 
be careful here as the final effect can be 
spoiled by too much in too little space. For 
instance, grandstands (if constructed in true 
proportion to a prototype, even in 1:32 
scale) can be quite large. Another reason for 
avoiding large structures is the fact that, 
whereas cars and buildings can be made to 
scale, it is nearly always impossible to repro- 
duce the track to scale length for reasons of 
space. So with these points in mind we keep 
to essentials—the race control building, 
commentator’s box, marshals’ hut and pits. 


Simple scenery 

Having decided what and where, the 
contour of the ground should be tackled. 
Railway modellers will already have ideas 
how this should be done. An easy way, giv- 
ing a light weight construction, is to use 
cloth over crumpled paper or wire netting. 

Starting at the track side, the cloth edge is 
glued to the surface of the track. It is 
advisable to increase the actual width 
of the Airfix track with hardboard or card, 
especially at the bends. The cloth is then 
carried over the paper or netting, whichever 
is being used, and the edge finally glued to 
the baseboard, avoiding sharp angles. 
Undisturbed ground and gentle rises and 
falls can thus be reproduced, always bearing 
in mind the small area that one is using. 
Buildings are normally sited on _ level 
ground, and so the cloth should start 
from near the edges of these, as in the case 
of the track. 

When the adhesive is quite dry, colouring 
of the landscape can be considered. For 
this purpose, flat emulsion paint is quite 
suitable—and it will stiffen the cloth as it 
dries. A study of natural landscapes will 
show that the colouring should be soft 
and not highly contrasted. Expanses of 
grass are not of a uniform colour, and the 
correct effect can be achieved by working 
in various shades while the paint is wet. 

In the case of the “lakes” on this replica 
of Mallory Park, the base must first be 
painted, on the assumption of a blue sky 


304 


S bes 


_ 


Clem 






‘ = — 7? 
MOOR" 
Wiom 
. Cur 


> 


CRUAPLES 


SY a 277 Se 


E>aé aia Extelor 

Kuk 10 BE io 
Aor > Boran of 
Clana LUG Crean 





above. Thus the blue will be darker where 
the water is deeper. After the paint has 
dried, Cellophane sheet can be used to give 
the ‘“‘liquid” effect. The cloth of the 
“ground” will, of course, be over the Cello- 
phane at the lake edges. 

While still on the subject of landscape, it 
can be mentioned that the usual motor 
racing practice in this country for protecting 
public enclosures is by means of ditches 
and/or earth banks—the latter could be 
incorporated when laying the “ground” 
cloth. Touches of brown on the sides of 
these “banks” would add to their realism. 
There are several methods of representing 


















Above: The track contours are re- 
produced by laying battens under the 
circuit, while construction of the ground 
contours is also shown here. Below: 
Before you start, draw a scale plan of 
your circuit. This sketch shows the 
Mallory Park layout, which is the sub- 
ject of our first two articles in this new 
series. 


plant life on our circuit. Most model shops 
sell substances for this purpose; the rule 
again is to study nature itself, and do not 
place large trees at the track side, the com- 
petitors are not exactly enthusiastic about 
them! To fix trees or saplings, drill through 
the cloth into the baseboard with the right 
size hole, and with a touch of glue on the 
“trunk” it will be quite firm. 

Before mentioning building construc- 
tion, a few words on another prominent 
feature of race tracks, the advertisements. 
These add a great deal of colour to any 
layout. They are normally positioned where 
most people can see them, and this fact 
should govern their siting in miniature. Do 
not overdo the number of poster boards. 
Also, it will look better if they are slightly 
undersize. (To be continued) 





BY DARRYL REACH 


LONG-DISTANCE driving with a Ford 

seems to be a regular occurrence these 
days. In our December issue I wrote about 
the Anglia which covered over 14,000 
miles in seven days at Montlhery and in so 
doing broke six International Class G time 
and distance records. Now it is the turn of 
the Cortina Super (described on these pages 
last month), one of which recently completed 
the trip from London to Capetown, and 
beat all previous times for this journey. 

Sharing the wheel of the Cortina were 
Eric Jackson and Ken Chambers. Not only 
did they beat this London-Capetown time, 
but in the process they had to travel some 
1,500 miles further (due to impassable 
roads) than previous contenders on this 
marathon. They covered 11,621 miles in 
13 days 8 hours 48 minutes. 

After driving to Dover, they took the 
cross-Channel ferry to Dunkirk and 
motored across France to Marseilles. 


Above: The sleek new 180 mph Lola GT car. 
Below: The Cortina Super, en route to 
Capetown. 





From there they flew to Tunis and then took 
the road to Cairo, via Benghazi. Their 
route then went via Shellal and the ferry 
to Wadi Halfa, where they encountered 
the toughest part of the journey. 


Between Wadi Halfa and Khartoum 
(some 580 miles) there is no road, and 
conditions were ‘indescribably bad’. For 
300 miles the hazardous terrain prevented 
the use of top gear, and at one point the 
Cortina became airborne at 70 mph when 
it struck a sand-dune and nose dived into 
a gully, bending the front suspension which 
had to be repaired on the spot. This 
mishap, and being stuck several times in 
sand, meant that they reached Khartoum 
11 hours late, only to find that the southern 
route through the Sudan was impassable. 
Their only alternative was to drive through 
Ethiopia, an extra 600 miles. 


This revised route took them 1,000 miles 
along a tortuous mountain route, making 
it impossible to average more than 30 mph. 
Half a day was lost through being contin- 
uously stopped by armed police, and 
further delays were caused by 25 punctures! 
From Moggio the ‘road’ virtually dis- 
appeared, and from Neghelli to Moyale, 
where civilisation ends, the only means of 
navigation was by compass. When a band 
of armed men brandishing swords and 
spears ambushed the car south of Addis 
Ababa, Jackson floored the accelerator 
and they scattered! 


When the car arrived at the Ethiopia- 
Kenya border, customs officials demanded 
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that it be detained until daybreak, but 
Chambers feigned appendicitis, Jackson 
explaining that he was rushing him to 
hospital at Fort Hill. Their ruse worked 
and they were allowed to continue! But 
time was pressing and for the last 3,500 
miles from Nairobi to Capetown, the 
two drivers managed to average an amazing 
68.71 mph and arrived only minutes inside 
the previous best time. An astounding 
achievement by both the drivers and the car. 


Go-anywhere Mini 
One of the most surprisingly ingenious 
vehicles to appear for some time is the 
BMC Moke, a go-anywhere version of the 
Mini. Its austere but functional body con- 
tains two engines (one at the front, and one 
at the rear) giving it four-wheel drive and 
an amazing appetite for covering snow- 
bound roads and tracks. The Moke has a 
load-carrying platform at the rear and the 
vehicle has an obvious potential for farmers. 
The driver has individual control over 
the two engines and can, in fact, travel 
with them in different gears! The AA is 
testing one of these vehicles with the 
possibility of them being added to their 
patrol fleet. 


Potent performer 

A new 180 mph British GT car was one 
of the many star exhibits at the recent 
Racing Car Show in London. It is the Lola 
GT, powered by a rear-mounted 4,262 cc 
American Ford V8 engine, producing 
between 320 and 350 bhp according to tune. 
Designer Eric Broadley is using a mouth- 
watering body for the car. It has a hinged 
tail section, which gives access to the 
engine and luggage space, and a hinged 
front panel for access to the spare wheel. 
The two doors are ‘wrapped over’ and 
blended into the smooth roof line, and the 
overall result is one of the prettiest, most 
compact and potent Grand Touring cars 
ever to appear. 

The prototype on show was strictly a 
racer, but road-going versions are planned, 
with larger and smaller engines, together 
with an open version. Price of the car will 
be over £5,000. Its performance should 
prove little short of shattering! 


The six drivers of the three Ford Falcons 


that ran in the Monte, pictured with one of 
their cars. 
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The twin-engined Mini Moke is in its 
element in snowy conditions. Note the load 
of straw bales. 


The Airfix stand at the Racing Car 
Show attracted wide interest, and many 
enthusiasts tried their skill on the miniature 
Motor Racing circuit. Each contestant 
received a certificate recording his best 
time for five laps. Winner of the free Motor 
Racing outfit by setting up the best five-lap 
time of the Show was Peter Greatrex, of 
London SW15, whose time was 29.9 secs. 


Invincible combination 


The extremely hard winter we have been 
having served one admirable purpose. It 
made the Monte Carlo Rally a truly tough 
event, which is the way most competitors 
prefer it! Though the story of the rally is 
now old hat, it is only fair to devote some 
space this month to the phenomenal Erik 
Carlsson. The six-foot Swede and his 
diminutive Saab seem to be an invincible 
combination. They have won the RAC 
British Rally three years in a row, and now 
achieved a Monte ‘double’. If Carlsson 
keeps up this form he will be very hard 
to beat this™season. 

Another significant aspect of the Monte 
was the participation of a team of three 
works Ford Falcon Futura Sprints, the 
first time such a team had been entered in 
this event by an American factory. They 
proved potent performers with their 4,262 
cc V8 engines giving 260 bhp. One of the 
Falcons, driven by the Swede Bo Ljungfeldt, 
clocked fastest time on all six of the special 
sections on the common route from 
Chambery to Monte Carlo. But for the 
fact that he lost time with clutch trouble on 
the road section, he would doubtless have 
won the rally, which would really have 
confounded the critics! 
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THIS month we illustrate the new 25kV 

electric multiple-unit trains for the ER 
Clacton service which were first reported in 
our November issue. The first complete 
train entered service on January 7 and more 
are being built in BR workshops at York 
with electrical equipment supplied by 
GEC. 

The new trains are made up of two or 
three coach units. A two-coach unit con- 
sists of 2nd class driving motor coach and 
2nd class battery-carrying driving trailer 
coach. The four-coach unit is made up of a 
composite battery-carrying driving trailer 
coach, 2nd class motor coach with luggage 
and guards’ compartment, 2nd class non- 
driving trailer coach and finally a composite 
driving trailer. Some four-coach units have 
a griddle car instead of the 2nd class non- 
driving trailer. The battery-carrying driving 
trailer coaches carry 110 volt batteries 
for the lighting and control equipment, the 
batteries being charged from the overhead 
current supply. 

The Clacton and Walton service will be 
operated by ten-coach trains, including a 
griddle car. Trains will be divided at Thorpe- 
le-Soken, six coaches going on to Clacton 
and four to Walton. 

All the coaches run on Commonwealth 
bogies. Passenger comfort has been thor- 
oughly studied. Double glazed windows are 
fitted throughout and heating is supplied 
by passenger-controlled electric radiators 
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under the seats. Lighting is by fluorescent 
tubes or passenger-controlled spot lights. 
The griddle car provides hot snacks or light 
meals, which can be eaten in the car or 
taken back to the passenger’s seat in any 
part of the train. 


London Transport railways 

London’s Underground celebrated its cen- 
tenary recently. On January 10, 1863 the 
world’s first passenger underground railway 
ran the 3} miles from Bishop’s Road, 
Paddington, to Farringdon Street in the 
City; the beginning of the Metropolitan 
Railway. On the opening day, coaches and 
locomotives were supplied by the Great 
Western Railway and I was reminded of 
this on hearing that there are now nine 
former GWR pannier tanks in LT stock 
with the numbers L90 to L98. One of them, 
L90, looking very smart in London Trans- 
port livery, is illustrated this month. The 
two latest, L97 and L98, formerly GWR 
Nos 7749 and 7739 respectively, have been 





obtained to replace two of the remaining 
Metropolitan Railway locomotives, L46, an 
E Class 0-4-4 tank, and LS52, the last of the 
F Class 0-6-2 tank engines which have now 
been withdrawn. L52 was one of four such 
engines built in 1901 by the Yorkshire 
Engine Co for passenger work on the 
Aylesbury service. 


Scottish Region steam 

The first withdrawal of the former LMS 
Duchess class 8P Pacific locomotives took 
place during December, when the Scottish 
Region withdrew 46227 Duchess of Devon- 
shire, 46231 Duchess of Atholl and 46232 
Duchess of Montrose. This is the last major 
pre-war passenger locomotive class to 
surrender examples to the scrap heap in 
this current BR purge on steam. Thankfully 
there are still the Hornby-Dublo and Kit- 
master models! 

The Scottish Region also withdrew five 
of the ten Clan class 6MT mixed traffic 
Pacific locomotives, which were _ built 
only as recently as 1952. The first five of the 
class, Nos 72000 to 72004, are the first to go. 
Over 200 ScR steam locomotives were 
withdrawn in December. 

Brighter news fiom Scotland is of the 
excellent work now regularly performed 
by Gresley Pacifics of both A4 and A3 
classes on the fast three-hour Glasgow to 
Aberdeen expresses. They appear to have 
found a new lease of life on this difficult line. 


Westerham Valley Railway Association 

A meeting will be held at St Mark’s Church 
Hall, Mason Hill, Bromley, Kent, at 7.30 
pm on March 19 to discuss the restoration 
of the passenger services on the Dunton 
Green to Westerham Branch. All who are 
interested are invited to attend. 


Locomotive notes 

Reported deliveries of new locos are as 
follows: D1012 Western Firebrand, D1013 
Western Ranger, D1IO14 Western Leviathan, 


Above left: New ER Liverpool Street to 
Clacton main-line electric train on the 


up line near Weeley. Below, left: LT No 
L90, formerly GWR_pannier tank No 
7760. Below, right: Last ex-Metropolitan 
Railway F class 0-6-2T loco, LT No LS2. 








Interior of the griddle car and exterior 
of the 2nd class non-driving motor coach 
of new ER Clacton service electric stock. 


D1046 Western Marquis, D1048 Western 
Lady, D1049 Western Monarch, D2195, 
D3186, D3518, D3965-6, D7056-61,3 to 
the Western Region; D4154-7, E3074 to the 
London Midland Region; D1503-5, D6802- 
4 to the Eastern Region; D189-93, D5176, 
D6786-9 to the North Eastern Region; 
D8512-3 to the Scottish Region and E6006 
to the Southern Region. 

The steady withdrawal of steam loco- 
motives is continuing in all regions, with 
perhaps the most numerous important 
passenger class being the Royal Scots. 
Thirteen more of these locos have been 
reported withdrawn since last month’s 
issue. Confirmation of the end of the Kings 
has come with 6011, 6018 and 6025, con- 
demned during the four weeks ended 
January 12. The published list of local 
transfers following the take-over by the 
WR of SR lines west of Salisbury, surpris- 
ingly excludes SR locos other than former 
WR, LMR and Standard engines that were 
operated by the SR. This means that all the 
Merchant Navies and West Countries/ 
Battle of Britain Pacifics are still under 
SR control. There is, however, a formidable 
list of WR steam and diesel locos trans- 
ferred to the LMR on the takeover by that 
region of WR lines in Wales and the mid- 
lands. 





Beaufighters 
with torpedoes 
and Merlins 


ANUARY Profile suggested simple modi- 

fications which may be made to the 
Airfix Beaufighter, allowing it to be com- 
pleted as a Mk I or VI. This month we 
concern ourselves with the Mk X, and the 
Merlin engined Mk II. 

November 1942 saw the formation of a 
Beaufighter Strike Wing in Coastal Com- 
mand at North Coates, comprising No 143 
Sqn operating fighter Beaus, No 236 Sqn 
using Beaufighter bombers and No 254 
Sqn which later flew torpedo bomber 
Beaufighters, later dubbed ‘‘Torbeaus’’. 
By the closing months of the war the 
Strike Wings of Coastal Command consti- 
tuted a threat to enemy shipping not to be 
overlooked. Sixty Mk VIcs were equipped 
to carry torpedoes and fitted with Hercules 
XVI engines. 

These aircraft were known as Mk ViIc 
(Interim Torpedo Fighter) and were pre- 
ceeded by 16 Mk VI, each converted to 
carry a torpedo. One VI (ITF) was JL632, 
with *‘G” ahead of her roundels. The first 
dropping trials had been made by a Mk I, 
X8065, in May 1942. Coastal Command 
began operations with Vics equipped to 
fire rocket projectiles in May 1943. 


Externally the TF and RP VIs resembled 
the early Mk X chosen as the subject of 
the Airfix kit. The Vic had no wing guns, 
generally had a D/F housing and a gun in 
the observer’s position. 


Similar to the Mk VIc was the Mk XIc, 
163 of which were built, powered by 
Hercules XVII engines. It was virtually the 
final production form of the VIc, with 
four 20 mm cannon, dihedral tailplane, 
and usually carried RP rails and had the 
D/F fairing. Like the 1943 VlIcs, these 
aircraft had dark green and dark grey 
upper surfaces with sky undersurfaces, 
colours which were features of Coastal 
Command Beaufighters well into 1945, 
when ocean grey upper surfaces became a 
frequent sight. A typical Mk XIc was 
JM106, with “‘4-N” in red placed as on 
fighter Beaus; JM107 was ‘‘4-K”’. 


Final production 

Final Beaufighter production centred on 
the TF Mk X, with Hercules XVII or 
XVIIIs delivering full power at 500 feet. 
As on other marks of Beaufighter, four 
cannon were fitted. Torpedo fittings, bomb 
racks, rocket projectiles and a _ dorsal 
Vickers “K” or Browning gun were standard 
armament for the Mk X, later examples of 
which had a dorsal spine to improve 
directional stability. A further modification 
fitted to later production aircraft was a 
nose radome shaped like that on the ATI 
Mk VII/VIII equipped night fighters, but 
carrying ASV Mk 12 radar. 

A TF X used by No 236 Sqn from North 
Coates as a bomber during December 
1944 was NE689 coded MB:S, the red 
letters being painted on the fuselage sides 
a few feet aft of the cockpit. RD464:MB-K 
in use in March 1945 had ocean grey upper 


R2402, a production Mk IT of 255 Sqn 
taken at Coltishall in September 1941. 
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Cut nacelle back f here 










Exhaust 


Two possible modifications to the nacelles, 
etc, for the Beaufighter modification sugges- 
ted. The top one is the simpler, but it incor- 
porates the existing nacelle fairing above 
the wing. The lower modification requires a 
new section above the wing. Whilst it is 
possible to re-shape the Lancaster nacelle 
to fit snugly on to the wing, it is easier to 
square off the nacelle, although the former 
shape would obviously lead to an easier 
fitting. Both suggestions are promoted to 
cater for the varying skill of model makers. 


and sky lower surfaces. A fin fillet and 
ASV 12 were fitted. The Airfix model is 
based upon NT950 which, during 1944, 
carried a full array of AEAF black and 
white stripes. NE116 with fin fillet was 
recorded in August 1945 with 577 Sqn in 
green-grey-sky finish; she had red codes 
3Y:F placed as on the early fighter Beaus. 
RD467 with No 254 Sqn at Thorney 
Island in 1947 had green-grey-sky camou- 
flage. Her codes QM:J were black placed 
as on 3Y:F. She had a fin fillet and nose 
radome, under wing black serials, torpedo 
and wing bomb racks. Roundels were of 
the wartime narrow ring style, with a white 
ring added above the wings. 

In the Far East Beaufighter Xs operated 


Cut away nacelle 
and mounting from 


Wing. 


CuF nacelle back fo here. 


Remove existing Wing 
Nacelle etc. 


Revised shape fo 
end of nacelle. 


New Fairing Fitted 


shroud slightly 


lower 


with No 45 Sqn until February 1950. 
RD777 coded OB:J had white squadron 
letters ahead of the red-white-blue roundels 
on both sides of the fuselage. Her fuselage 
above a line from the base of the cockpit 
canopy to the tailplane root, also the upper 
wing and tail surfaces, were medium sea 
grey. The remainder of the aircraft was 
glossy black. White serials were applied 
and the aircraft fitted to carry bombs or 
RPs for operations against Malayan 
terrorists. 


Target towing 


In post-war years at home as well as in 
the Middle and Far East, and in the hands 
of civilian contractors, the Mk X found 
employment as a_ target tower. These 
aircraft were silver with yellow under- 
surfaces across which black stripes were 
applied. RD807 coded 8Q:G (sqn letters 
ahead of the port and aft on the starboard 
side) was typical. Her spinners were silver, 
she had a target towing winch on the star- 
board side and a yellow band encircling 
the rear fuselage. Because they were so 
colourful, TT Beaufighters make most 
appealing models. Incidentally, cannon 
ports were retained on these aircraft. 


Continued on next page 
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PROFILE— Continued 


When a shortage of Hercules engines 
seemed likely it was decided to install 
Merlin XXs in the Beaufighter. Mk II 
production totalled 450 aircraft. The Merlin 
Beaufighter offers an interesting yet exacting 
choice for kit conversion. 


For this purpose an Airfix Lancaster 
and Beaufighter need to be acquired, the 
two outer Merlins from the Lancaster kit 
being assembled as for the bomber. A 
quarter-inch forward of the cutaway for 
wing attachment a down cut can be made. 
This needs to be squared off to the scooped 
out portion aft and straightened across 
the top of the nacelle. Before assembling 
the wings, modifications must be made to 
their nacelles. 


On the upper mainplane the nacelle 
fairings of the Beaufighter II were shorter 
and lower than on the Mk I. It is possible 
to remove only a small part of the upper 


JL949, a Beaufighter VI UTF) 
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R2270, the first production Beaufighter Il 
with black finish and dihedral tailplane. 
Note the extent of the upper wing nacelle. 


nacelles on the model without the structure 
entirely collapsing, and for the modeller 
who insists upon complete accuracy a new 
upper nacelle fairing must be shaped from 
wood, etc. However, an effective kit con- 
version is still possible if the old fairing is 
retained and sanded down as much as 
possible, as was done on the model in the 
photograph. 


Story behind the picture 

In this case the upper nacelle ahead of 
the wing leading edge must be cut off. The 
upper wing nacelle needs to be partially 
removed. how much depending upon 
whether part of the upper nacelle is retained. 
On the photographed model the entire 
underwing nacelles were cut away. After 
making these modifications with great 
care, assemble the wings. Before sticking 
the assembled engines in place, remove the 
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air intakes from the wing leading edges, and 
smooth away any traces. Unfortunately, 
the exhausts are fractionally too high on the 
Merlins from the Lancaster, and need to be 
very slightly lowered, although if an 
entirely new upper nacelle fairing has been 
decided upon this point may be overlooked. 

A considerable amount of cement will 
be needed to stick the new engines and 
nacelles in place, and it may require some 
padding to ensure a strong joint on to the 
wing underside. The nacelle will subse- 
quently need fairing in and addition made 
of the small vents at the extreme tips, as on 
other Beaufighter marks. A further point 
for the perfectionist apparent here is that 
the rear of the Lancaster engine nacelle 
needs to be deepened, and a wooden rear 
to the nacelle could easily be fitted. 

If propellers are to remain in place, then 
they need to have slightly smaller blades. 
Also, if the undercarriage is to be fitted 
instead of the door positions merely marked, 


Sie 


A simple conversion of the Airfix model to 

Mk II. In this case the upper portion of the 

nacelle has been cleaned up but not replaced, 

and the need to lower the exhaust shroud is 

clearly seen. The model carries 1944 style 
night fighter camouflage. 


the appropriate parts of the nacelle need to 
be cut away prior to nacelle assembly. On 
the Mk II the wheels did not protrude from 
the doors. 

The observer’s canopy needs to have 
traces of the gun position removed by 
sanding away the lower rear portion. A 
further simple modification would produce 
a model without tailplane dihedral, impor- 
tant since many of the Beaufighters had 
this feature. Some had tailwheels fixed, but 
usually they were retracted in flight. 

Beaufighter IIs entered night fighter 


squadrons in the Summer of 1941, R2277 
going to No 604 Sqn for trials in May 1941. 
Other users and some examples operated 
included:—No 125 Sqn V8135; No 307 
Sqn R2457; No 406 Sqn T3357; No 456 
Sqn T3370; No 488 Sqn 13373; No 600 
Sqn R2300. Subsequently 82 Mk IIs found 
their way to units of the Fleet Air Arm. 

Night-fighter Mk IIs had an all-black 
finish with grey and later red codes and 
serials and AI Mk IV aerials. Exceptions 
included the grey-green-sky IIcs supplied to 
No 404 Sqn at Drem. In 1944 Mk IIs were 
in use at 54 OTU where night-fighter crews 
were trained, and where T3224, subject of 
the photographed model, was based. Many 
Mk Ils at this period had grey and green 
finish and had red codes. T3224 carried 
ST:H (ST aft on the starboard side) and 
these letters can be produced by carefully 
cutting the codes ““MB-T” supplied in the 
Airfix kit before soaking the transfers. 
Upper wing roundels need to be larger than 





those supplied with the model. The black 
fuselage serial can be applied in indian ink 
using a mapping pen. Other similarly 
coloured Mk IIs at the OTU were T3140: 
ST-F and T3436:ST-R. An all-black night 
fighter is illustrated. 

Should you have made a target tug 
Defiant from the Airfix kit as recently 
suggested in Profile, you will have in the 
box of oddments which you surely keep a 
spare B & P four-gun turret. This could be 
installed in a Merlin engined Beaufighter 
immediately aft of the cockpit to make one 
of the two Mk Ys, R2274 and R2306, 
all-black aircraft produced for trials. 

What, you may ask, can I do with a two 
engined Lancaster . . . ? Simple, convert it 
into a Manchester! 


M. J. F. Bowyer 
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SHIPPING 
NOTES 


by A. J. Day 


THE Cunard Steam-Ship Co, Limited, 

are to go ahead with their new Trans- 
atlantic liner—the “Q4’’—this year or not 
at all. They are studying traffic trends and 
will make a decision within the next 12 
months. According to a recent statement 
made by the chairman of the company, 
Cunard have now abandoned the concept of 
the “Queen” type of year-round express 
liner. ‘““With jet travel there is no need for 
the Atlantic ferry as we used to know it.” 

The type of vessel currently favoured by 
Cunard is a twin-screw ship of 50,000 to 
55,000 tons, suitable for winter cruising 
away from the Atlantic. She would carry 
about 1,850 passengers, probably in three 
classes, and would have a length of 950 ft 
and a beam of 101 ft, so that she could pass 
through the Panama Canal. Such a ship 
would be only about two-thirds of the size 
of the Queen Mary replacement previously 
proposed by Cunard. 

The order for the ship will not auto- 
matically go to the Swan Hunter-Vickers 
consortium if Cunard decide to go ahead, 
despite the fact that they would have 


received the order for the “*Q3”. Cunard’s 
chairman has stated that, “‘We shall invite 
certain yards to tender for the work’’. He 
added that statistics on the movement of 
passengers across the Atlantic by sea were 
encouraging and pointed to a progressive 
revival of interest in sea travel. “Such a 
trend bears very heavily on our thinking 
about a replacement for the Queen Mary.” 


World’s largest tanker 

When Idemitsu Kosan KK of Tokyo 
contemplated the construction of really 
giant tankers they realised that the economy 
factors which favoured a large vessel had to 
be considered side by side with the size- 
limiting factors such as the depths of water 
to be encountered on the proposed routes. 
Numerous technical problems were en- 
countered and overcome and the result is 
the Nissho Maru (132,334 tons dw) built 
by Sasebo Heavy Industries Co Limited, 
Tokyo, and a sister-ship yet to be completed 
by Ishikawajima-Harima Heavy Industries 
Co Limited. 

Basic requirements adopted for the hull 
design of the Nissho Maru, the world’s 
largest tanker, were a short length, large 
moulded depth and a bulbous bow, giving 
the vessel a length oa. of about 954 ft 9 in, 
a moulded breadth of 141 ft 1 in, a moulded 
depth of 72 ft 10 in and a draught of some 
54 ft 3 in. The depth and draught were 
determined by surveys conducted at Port 
Tokuyama, Japan, the Malacca Strait 
between Sumatra and Malaya, and Kuwait. 

Three bulbous bows were tank-tested 
before the one that promised the best 
performance was selected. Vibrations and 
wake turbulence considerations demanded 
a finer stern and the most careful determi- 
nation of propeller clearances. 

Nissho Maru’s construction is charac- 


Above, left: The world’s largest tanker— 
the ss NISSHO MARU (132,334 tons dw), 
built for Idemitsu Kosan KK, Tokyo, by 
Sasebo Heavy Industries Co, Limited. 
Below: THE LADY PATRICIA (1,136 fons 
gross) designed specifically for the transport 
of Guinness stout from Dublin to Liverpool 
and Manchester. 
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The Danish cargo motorship RaApip (1,220 
tons dw) specially constructed to carry 
cement in bulk. 


terised by greater use of the longitudinal 
framing system than in ordinary tankers. 
Cargo tanks are divided into four groups, 
from each of which oil is pumped through 
a 380 mm main line by any one of the cargo 
oil pumps located in the main pump-room. 
The piping system is so arranged that 
four different oils can be simultaneously 
handled and that any one of the pumps can 
be connected to any group of cargo oil 
tanks. 

The main propulsion turbine installation 
is of a GE (USA) design, is the first 28,000 
shp marine engine to be built in Japan, 
and is of the double-reduction geared, 
impulse type. Having a normal rating of 
25,500 shp at 101.5 rpm, this turbine 
installation developed a maximum rating 
of 28,440 shp at 105.2 rpm during sea 
trials and this rating, with the vessel in the 
fully-loaded condition, gave a speed of 17.19 
knots. A trial run in the ballast condition 
gave a speed of 18.11 knots. 


More specialised ships 
Two more ships of a type that we have not 
considered previously have been delivered 
to their owners in recent weeks. One, the 
Rapid (1,220 tons dw), was specially 
constructed to carry cement in bulk. She 
was built for A/S Aalborg Portland 
Cement Fabrik, Copenhagen, by Helsing- 
borgs Varfs A/B, Helsingborg, and has her 
machinery, accommodation and bridge 
arranged aft and is built with a short high 
forecastle, long high poop and a truck 
between the forecastle and poop. The 
Rapid has a length overall of about 237 ft 
5 in, a moulded breadth of 36 ft 1 in, and 
a depth moulded to main deck of 15 ft 5 in. 
Cargo is carried in six tanks arranged 
three forward and three aft of the cargo 
handling installation, which, situated amid- 
ships, consists of a combination of hori- 
zontal and vertical conveyors and horizon- 
tal transporter chains, as well as pneumatic 
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discharging apparatus. 

The other vessel will probably interest 
our older readers more than the young 
modellers, for she is The Lady Patricia, 
designed specifically for carrying cargoes of 
Guinness stout from Dublin to Liverpool 
and Manchester. She is a motorship of 
1,136 tons gross with two holds capable of 
carrying a total of 285 transportable 504- 
gallon tanks of the liquid “that is good for 
you”. The Lady Patricia was built by 
Charles Hill and Sons, Limited, Bristol, for 
Arthur Guinness, Son and Co. (Dublin), 
Limited. Her main propulsion machinery 
is a British Polar type M47M oil engine 
developing 1,210 bhp at 270 rpm, which 
gave a trial speed of 124 knots. 


Into service with the Royal Navy 


Early in January the destroyer HMS 
Cambrian recommissioned for service at 
HM Dockyard, Plymouth, after an ex- 
tensive modernisation. She joined the 
Home Fleet before service East of Suez 
with one of the newly-formed escort 
squadrons of the Royal Navy. 

On January 26 HMS Dreadnought left 
the Barrow-in-Furness yard of Vickers- 
Armstrongs (Shipbuilders), Limited, for 
further sea trials as the Royal Navy’s first 
nuclear submarine. She arrived at Rothesay 
on January 27 and between then and her 
return to Barrow on February 9 she carried 
out her first deep diving and full-power 
trials off the West Coast of Scotland. 

The RFA Tidespring, the first of the 
two new Fleet replenishment tankers 
ordered for the Royal Navy from the 
Hebburn-on-Tyne yard of Hawthorn Leslie 
(Shipbuilders), Limited, was accepted into 
service on January 18. The second of these 
two tankers, the Tidepool (13,250 tons 
gross), was launched towards the end of 
1962. The Tidespring is designed to carry 
a mixed cargo of fuel and is fitted with 
modern handling gear for transfer by 
jackstay and derricks. Her double reduction 
turbine machinery was constructed at 
Hawthorn Leslie’s St Peter’s engine works. 


SOME NEW BOOKS 


Pioneers of aviation 


BRITISH AIRCRAFT 1809—1914, by Peter 
Lewis. Published by Putnam & Co Ltd, 
42 Great Russell Street, London WC1. 
Price 63s. 


THERE are few authoritative books on 

the early pioneers of aviation in this 
country. Several authors have attempted 
individual histories, but never before has 
there been such a comprehensive, and 
indeed interesting, account of the endeavours 
of the pioneers as this work by Peter Lewis. 

It is laid out in the usual informative 
and easily referable manner of all of the 
Putnam books, and includes not only 
aeroplanes but seaplanes, gliders, orni- 
thopters and even helicopters as well. 

There are 504 photographs and 106 
three-view drawings. Each type is examined 
in detail and a vast number of facts are 
contained in the 576 pages. Although of no 
great use for the scale model maker, the 
air historian will find untold interest and 
value in this book. 


Errors, but interesting 


BRITISH RAILWAYS DieSEL MULTIPLE UNIT 
ALLOCATIONS. Price |s 6d. 

GW AND WR __ RESTAURANT CARS. 
Published by the Monmouthshire Railway 
Society, 36 South Street, Sebastopol, 
Pontypool, Monmouthshire. Price 1s. 


HESE are two typewritten, duplicated 

publications by the Monmouthshire 
Railway Society. Both publications are 
spoilt by irritating typing errors, but the 
information they contain will be of sufficient 
interest to overcome this slight drawback. 
We found the information on GWR 
restaurant cars most interesting and hope 
the MR Society will extend their publi- 
cations to cover all types of former GWR 
coaching stock. 


Second selection 


TRACTION ENGINES ON PARADE, by Anthony 
Beaumont. Published by Percival Marshall 


& Co Ltd, 19-20 Noel Street, London 
W1. Price 3s 6d. 
THE second collection of Anthony 


Beaumont traction engine photographs, 
this book contains no less than 58 excellent 
reproductions of photographs taken by the 
author at recent traction engine rallies. The 
photographs show an_ assortment of 
machines, ranging from the huge Fowler 


Reviewed by 
THE EDITOR 


ploughing engines to the small centre 
engines used to power fairground round- 
abouts. Brief technical descriptions accom- 
pany each illustration and there is a 
useful index. 

Nice to know so many of these fine 
engines are preserved, especially when one 
realises that none of the 58 examples 
illustrated in this book duplicate the 
author’s previous selection. 


Comprehensive history 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE SINCE 
1918, by Owen Thetford. Published by 
Putnam & Co Ltd. Price 63s. 

HAVING purchased the first edition of 

this wonderful volume in 1957, and 
found its content deserving of only the 
highest praise, we were even more delighted 
to find that a completely revised version 
has now been made available by the 
publishers, within the last month. 

For any reference on aircraft used by the 
RAF since 1918 there is no doubt that this 
book is the principal. It contains not only 
complete details of the development of 
187 types, but has the squadrons in which 
they served and excellent photographs as 
well. Used in conjunction with the book on 
Squadron histories by the same publisher, 
the model maker has everything he needs 
for accurate representation of any RAF air- 
craft since the formation of that service. 


Fitting memorial 


A FURTHER SELECTION OF LOCOMOTIVES I 
HAVE KNown, by J. N. Maskelyne. 
Published by Percival Marshall & Co Ltd. 
Price 30s. 

HE death of J. N. Maskelyne shortly 

after the publication of his first collection 
of outline locomotive drawings was sadly 
felt by all the many admirers of his work. 

In response to demand, the publishers have 

collated this volume, which features 33 

different locomotives from ten pre-grouping 

railway companies. 

Two pages are devoted to each loco- 
motive, the main feature being the magni- 
ficently executed outline drawings for which 
Mr Maskelyne was justly famous. No less 
interesting are the many facts, figures and 
personal comments, all based on obser- 
vation and intimate knowledge of each 
locomotive. Two deserving and well written 
tributes to Mr Maskelyne complete this 
memorial work, which will find a place in 
the library of all discerning railway enthu- 
siasts. 
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Picture of the month award goes to T. Mahoney, of 
Dundee, who submitted this photo (above) of the 
P & O liner Socotra, taken at Dundee harbour after 
discharging a cargo of jute from Pakistan. 


PICTURE 





Above: This 1904 Riley Tricar was snapped on the 
Brighton Run by A. Riley, of London, N3. Below: 
R. F. Barker, of Welling, submitted this shot of 
82014, a Class 3MT 2-6-2T passing Eastleigh on a 
double-headed freight train. Bottom: This fine picture 
of a London flying boat came from N. Culley, of 
Darlington. Bottom, left: R. Walden photographed his 
Airfix B-type bus against a realistic mode! background. 
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A trio by ITC 
I was pleased to have three new models 
with a different label for review this month. 
Up to now I haven’t had the chance to 
review any of the imported ITC aircraft 
kits and it was therefore with great interest 
that I made up and finished a Grumman 
J2F Duck, a Martin MB-2 and a Northrop 
N156 Freedom Fighter. 

Generally speaking, all three are good 
kits. As is usual with imports from the 
North American market, they were not to 
a constant scale but were nevertheless 
almost in line with the 1:48 and 1:72 scales, 
and could be included in collections of this 
nature. 

My first consideration in looking into 
the advantages or otherwise was to take a 
careful study of the instruction sheets, as 
I find that much can be said about each 
model from a quick look at these. Here, I 
found an interesting innovation for, apart 
from having detailed step-by-step drawings 
of the assembly, ITC give a_ three-view 
drawing of each model and, most important 
of all, a photograph of the parts all laid 
out and numbered. This last item was of 
particular use in assembling the model and 
I wholeheartedly recommend that other 
manufacturers take note of it and perhaps 
follow suit. The other assembly instructions 
were clear, but the accompanying drawings, 
which were not in perspective, left a great 
deal to be desired. 

The first model of the three to be made 
up was the N1I56 Freedom Fighter. It is 
to 1:50 scale and has 54 parts. There are 
typical American kit ‘gimmicks’ in the form 
of a workable ejector seat, dropable long 
range tanks and rockets, and retractable 
undercarriage. 

The model appears to be based on the 


Two from ITC, the Martin MB-2 and 
N155 Freedom Fighter, submitted by 
BMW Models. 






New kits 
and models 


LATEST PRODUCTS 
@ ON THE MARKET OF 
INTEREST TO MODELLERS 


third prototype of the Freedom Fighter, 
and for those whose main concern is 
accuracy I can say that a few modifications 
will have to be made to ensure that this 
model conforms to their requirements. 
From available information it would appear 
that this aircraft will be equipped with 
Sidewinder missiles, but the kit has Falcons. 
The ‘bombs’ described in the instruction 
sheets are obviously long range tanks, and 
there appears to be a serious fault in the 
leading edge of the wing which, according 
to all sources, has a sharp sweep forward 
close to the fuselage. This is missing from 
the model and there are also discrepancies 
in the markings. A study should be made 
from suitable reference books such as 
Swanborough’s Combat Aircraft before an 
attempt is made to paint the model. 

All of these points are, however, minor 
ones, with the exception of the wing 
leading edge, and even that can be cured 
fairly easily. It should not debar the model 
maker from spending IIs 9d for this kit as 
it is quite well worth it. 

The next kit on the workbench was the 
Martin MB-2. This is to 1:75 scale, has 
no ‘gimmicks’ and is an excellent model in 





almost all respects. The 99 parts, like all 
the other kits in this review, were easy to 
put together and had little or no flash to 
clean up before operations could begin. 

The actual MB-2, for those who don’t 
know, was an aircraft of great significance 
in the rise of American air power. Under 
the command of General ‘Billy’ Mitchell, 
aircraft of this type bombed and sank an 
old battleship in 1921, and set the seal 
for the development of such famous aircraft 
as the B-17 and B-24, in spite of opposition 
from the Army staff and the government 
of the day. It is therefore of great value to 
model makers wanting to collect aircraft 
kits depicting the progress of air power 
in the last 50 years, and is one that typifies 
a period in which no other examples are 
available. What a pity that it couldn't 
be made to exactly 1:72 scale. 

My only real criticism of the kit is the 
gun turret mountings. These are grossly 
over scale and are best discarded. I made 
up replacements from ‘drawn’ plastic 
stems and a couple of odd machine guns 
over from the Airfix B-17, and the results 
were much better than the originals. 

The last of these three new kits was the 
Grumman J2F Duck and, like the Freedom 
Fighter, was to 1:50 scale. It has 61 parts 
and when completed has a wing span of 
nine inches. 

I liked this kit the best of the three, 
probably because of its odd shape and also 
the neat and tidy way in which it made up. 
The real problem was the painting and 
decoration, as I couldn’t find any reference 
to the scheme suggested by the manufac- 
turer. Aircraft of the Fighting Powers and 
William Green’s Floatplanes didn’t help 
either and, although I finished the kit as 
suggested in the instructions, I would 
advise keen modellers to seek reference 
before starting. The two books suggested 
make several equally good examples of 
the J2F possible. 

The price of the ITC Martin MB-2 and 
the J2F Duck is 11s 9d each. A.W.H., 


HO/OO gauge loco sheds 

We have received for review two more of 
the fabulous Vollmer HO/OO gauge model 
railway buildings. They are a three-road 
roundhouse style locomotive shed, to hold 
locomotives up to 11% inches long and a 
small single-road shed 6} inches long. Also 
available is a two-road shed to hold loco- 
motives up to 11% inches long. Unfortu- 
nately our samples arrived too late to do 
justice to them in this review, but we hope 
to give more details next month. 

These locomotive sheds are the latest 
items in the very extensive Vollmer range 
of model railway accessories. We have 

Continued on next page 











Aurora Old Timers 
(1 to r) Stanley Steamer, Mercer Race- 
about and Stutz Bearcat; the two latest 


Top to bottom: 


Peco private owner wagons in their 

popular Wonderful Wagon series and the 

Peco foam moulded ballast inlay; Dinky 
Toys Atlas Copco compressor lorry. 
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New kits and models—Continued 


received a 28 page catalogue which illus- 
trates most of the items—some in full 
colour—and we are truly amazed at the 
extent of this range. There are, for instance, 
no less than eight different types of signal 
cabin and five different types of locomotive 
shed, most of which are interchangeable 
and capable of unlimited extension. There 
is a large variety of lineside industrial 
buildings and plant, bridges and accessories 
for stations, goods yards and locomotive 
depots. All the models are available in kit 
form. Although the buildings are of 
continental outline there are very few 
items that would not be very much at home 
on a British model layout. The loading 
gauge, in fact, is the only item that looks 
strange and unfamiliar to our eyes. 

All these Vollmer model kits are accurately 
made in correctly pre-coloured plastic. The 
attention to fine detail is thorough and 
complete and no painting is required. 

We are indebted to BMW Models, of 
Wimbledon, for supplying us with samples 
for review of the three ITC aircraft kits 
and the Vollmer loco sheds described this 
month. They can all be obtained from this 
company at their new address at 329 Haydons 
Road, Wimbledon, SW19, where customers 
can see displayed their very wide range. N.S. 


Three old timers 
Aurora have introduced a new series of three 
Old Timer model car kits, one of which, a 
1914 Stutz Bearcat, has been submitted for 
review. Neither the instructions or the box- 
lid give a clue to the scale of the model, but 
one of the delights of this kit is its larger 
than normal scale—we would guess at 
something like 1:20. This has not, however, 
resulted in more than the normally ex- 
pected amount of detail, but there is a great 
attraction in the size and bulk of the 
model, which measures 10 inches overall. 
With one or two minor exceptions, the 
instructions make assembly simple and 
easy to follow. We puzzled for some time 
over which direction the two pins on the 
rear frame cross-member should face and 
the fit of the drive shaft into the differential 
axle housing—the photograph is confusing 
on this. These were however minor ponts. 
The kit is moulded in two colours— 
brown and yellow—plus some very smooth 
and richly-plated chrome parts. The other 
two models in the range, the 1909 Stanley 
Steamer and the 1913 Mercer Raceabout, 
have bright metal parts finished in brass and 
chrome, respectively. Separate rubber tyres 
are included and the wheels revolve. 
With the larger scale it should be perfectly 
possible to incorporate some intricate lining 
on the bonnet sides, wheel spokes and 


chassis springs, etc. Even without such 
embellishment, and by simple straight- 
forward assembly, the two-colour plastic 
ensures an attractive looking model of 
considerable artistic appeal. All these kits 
are 21s each. N.S. 


Well-detailed wagons 

Three new model railway items from Peco 
are illustrated this month. They include two 
new private owner wagons in the OO gauge 
Wonderful Wagon range. These wagon kits 
are fantastically detailed, with sprung axle- 
boxes, sprung buffers, spoked nylon wheels, 
and brake gear and with the bodywork 
correctly coloured and lettered. The low 
sided three-plank BQC wagon has a pale 
red body and the Charles Dunsdon five- 
plank wagon is dark green. They are both 
priced at 9s 6d each. These private owner 
wagons were to be seen in large numbers 
before the nationalisation of the railways 
and make attractive model items. 

The third item from Peco is their new 
foam moulded ballast inlay, into which Peco 
Streamline OO/HO gauge track actually sits. 
A very quick, clean and tidy way of laying 
ballast, which also cuts down noise and 
helps towards smooth running. It is very 
reasonably priced at only 7s 7d for a five- 
yard roll. N.S. 


Road up! 

More realism can now be added to road 
repair activities on model layouts, with the 
introduction of the Dinky Toys Atlas 





The smart Matchbox BP service 


new 
station and accessory pack (top) and the 
Matchbox Lyons Maid mobile ice-cream 
shop. 
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Copco compressor lorry. It has a detailed 
compressor unit mounted on a _ Ford 
Thames chassis, which is equipped with 
Prestomatic steering, four-wheel suspension, 
cab, windows and seats. 

Panels on either side open to reveal the 
finely-detailed compressor unit, and points 
are provided at the rear to which the 
pneumatic drill hose (included with the 
Dinky road maintenance personnel set) 
can be attached. Price of this well-detailed 
34 inch long model is 6s 9d. D.R. 


Mobile shop 

Lesney’s latest Matchbox model is a de- 
tailed replica of one of the well-known 
Lyons Maid mobile ice-cream shops. It is 
complete with authentic transfers, windows, 
ice-cream freezers and a salesman. Length 
of this 1:75 scale model is 24 inches and 
selling price Is 9d. 

A popular seller since its introduction 
three years ago, the Matchbox service 
station is now available in a bright new BP 
colour scheme. The service bay, ground and 
first floor showrooms and the rear access 
ramp are all now moulded in a white finish. 
The base/forecourt section is moulded in the 
attractive BP green and the complete 
building is capped with a yellow headboard 
carrying a BP shield and the words ‘Match- 
box Service Station.’ 

The forecourt will accommodate the new 
accessory pack of BP pumps and sign, and 
the complete model measures 94 inches 
wide, by 4% inches high. To OO/HO scale it 
is priced at 9s. The new BP accessory pack 
has a sign, transferred on both sides, and 
the pumps also have BP insignia on both 
sides. Two lamps are also included, to- 
gether with a pump attendant. Price of the 
set is 2s. D.R. 


Bumper batch from Corgi 

Corgi Toys have just introduced six new 
models, a new gift set, and a whole range 
of miniature figures. The famous rear- 
engined Volkswagen appears in two 
different versions—as a delivery van and 
as a Kombi estate car. Each model carries 
the usual high degree of external detailing, 
including, in this case, the VW insignia on 
the front and the air-cooling vents at the 
rear. Seats, steering-wheel, and Glidamatic 
spring suspension are standard fittings, 
while the Kombi also has side windows and 
passenger seats. Both these new Corgi 
Volkswagens are 32 in long and sell at 
4s 3d each. 

Another German car now available as a 
Corgi is a new version of the Mercedes 
300SL roadster. This model now has a 
removable moulded driver, a competition 
number, and coloured flash on the bonnet 
in addition to Glidamatic spring suspension. 
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New from Corgi (top to bottom) are the 
GP Ferrari (pictured against a Silverstone 
background); Chevrolet Impala in fire 
chief trim; two versions of the VW van; 
racegoing Mercedes 300SL roadster and 
Oldsmobile Super 88. 


It is 3} in long, and the price is 4s 4d. 

The Oldsmobile Super 88 also joins the 
range in “civilian” guise. A duo-tone 
finish, seats, steering wheel, and Glida- 
matic spring suspension are features of 
this sleekly-styled American model, which 
measures 4} in long and sells at 4s 4d. 

Already available separately, the Carri- 
more car transporter, with the new Bedford 
TK tractor unit, is now introduced in 
Gift Set 28, complete with four cars. This 
replaces the earlier car transporter gift set. 
The Corgi cars included with the transporter 
are the Mercedes Benz 220SE, Renault 
Floride, Fiat 2100, and Consul Classic 
315. The United Kingdom price of gift 
set 28 is 38s 3d. 

Racing car enthusiasts will welcome the 
appearance of the 3% inch long Corgi GP 
Ferrari, price 4s 3d. It has the twin nostril 
air intake and shark-like body of the proto- 
type, a transparent wrap-round windscreen, 
roll-bar, removable driver and independent 
suspension. Part of the engine cowling is 
removed to show details of the engine, while 
the six carburettors are visible through twin 
apertures behind the cockpit. 

Twin megaphone exhaust pipes are fitted 
and these, together with the engine and roll- 
bar, are brightly plated. A Scuderia Ferrari 

Continued on page 324 


Readers write . . 


Trouble with propellers 

As a regular reader of AtRFIX MAGAZINE 
I am writing to say how much I enjoy the 
magazine and look forward to receiving it. 
I always read your Readers write section 
with interest and feel that I may have 
something of value to offer towards the 
construction of your aircraft models. 

I am particular about my models, and 
often have trouble with the propeller 
fitting, especially the models with in-line 
engines. The suggestion that I have to offer 
is this: Could we not have a separate cowl 
for in-line engined models as we do for the 
radials, with all propeller fitment the same 
as your “Harvard” model. This allows for 
proper adjustment and positive cementing, 
something that is not always possible at the 
moment. 

This is the only feature that I, personally, 
have ever been able to comment on and I 
consider your models the best available. 

In conclusion, may I make some sugges- 
tions for future production, namely the 
Consolidated Catalina, Marin Mariner, 
Junkers JU-88, Short Stirling, some Japan- 
ese and Russian war planes and any com- 
mercial airliners that you may care to 
name, all in 1:72 scale, of course. 

JOHN R. KURRLE, 
Korumburra, Vic, Australia. 


From soldiers to ground crew 

I believe that a ground crew for Airfix 
aeroplane kits may be partly furnished 
with the Airfix 8th Army kit, as follows: 

(a) Bomb loading crew. The riflemen, 
each carrying a rifle in one hand, can have 
the rifle cut from the mould. The extended 
hand may now “steady” the ropes which 
lift the bombs into the bomb bay of the 
plane. The extended arm is cut off at the 
shoulder, and a wedge-shaped piece of 
plastic removed from the shoulder end of 
the arm. The arm is then glued back to the 
shoulder in a different position. 

(b) Fuel brigade. By cutting away excess 
plastic on the rifle, a solid plastic “‘rod”’ 
passing through the hands of the man is 
formed; to the butt of the rifle is glued 
a piece of plastic about 6 in. long and 
+. in diameter (4; in will do). The hose 
“runs” back through the hands of a grenade 
thrower to the petrol truck or drum. 

(c) Armament crew. This is achieved by 
using a machine gun loader, as the man 
loading the ammunition into the plane or 
wing of the aircraft. One rifleman bayonet- 
ing, with his rifle cut away, forms an 
excellent assistant. 

(d) Grease monkey. This is made from 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


LETTERS to the Editor can only be answered in the 

magazine. However, we are always pleased to 
receive your comments and pictures, which will be 
considered for publication. Readers whose letters 
are published each receive a free Airfix kit of their 
choice. Submitted material and pictures can only 
be returned if accompanied by a stamped ad- 
dressed envelope, and the Editor cannot accept 
responsibility for safe keeping of any such con- 
tributions, neither does he necessarily agree with 
comments expressed by correspondents in the 
letters column. 


an officer. The pistol is trimmed of excess 
plastic to make a “grease-gun’’. His head 
is removed at the base of the neck and is 
glued back into place so that he is facing 
his work. 

In all cases the knapsack is cut from the 
mould. The steel helmets may be also cut 
about to form a variety of head gear. 

D. W. Bonnett, Firle, South Australia. 


For easy adaptation 

May I make another contribution to your 
suggestion box? Why not an “aircraft 
conversion kit” which could consist entirely 
of parts which would enable the modeller 
to adapt kits which already exist on the 
market? For example, the conversion kit 
could contain the complete nose section of a 
two-seater Hunter, which opens unlimited 
scope for the ardent modeller; a perspex 
nose for the Mosquito; high flying wings 
for the Spitfire; nose and tail parts to 
convert a Lancaster to  Lancastrian; 
Halifax to Halton, etc; and the Wellington 
has hundreds of conversion possibilities 
which includes many other models. 

This scheme could also be an important 
selling factor to existing Airfix models, as 
being a model aircraft enthusiast myself 
I have duplicated some of your models 
many times over with similar types of 
conversions. 

I think serious thought to this matter 
may benefit all concerned. 

W. WriGutT, Groby, Leicester. 


Kit comparison 

In AtRFIX MAGAZINE we have had Profiles 
of several well-known aircraft. There is 
a useful article which discusses fairly most 
of the new models coming on to the market, 
whilst ships, cars and other items of in- 
terest to model makers all receive a share 
of your available space. 

I recently finished the Airfix Flying 
Fortress and I compared this fine model 
with the first Airfix model kit I ever bought. 
This was a Spitfire issued, if memory serves 
me right, about 1953. Even then it was a 
good two shillings worth. The main parts 
fitted together quite nicely, but the model 
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was spoiled by the cockpit canopy, which 
was a poor fit, and the single-piece wings. 
The pale blue plastic was also a bit brittle 
and softened just a little too readily on 
application of cement. 

But, for all its faults, it convinced me that 
there was a lot in plastic modelling the 
Airfix way, and your backroom boys have 
gone on to show that an Airfix kit will 
stand the most critical comparison with 
any other kit on the market as regards 
standard of detail, fit and finish of parts 
and quality of plastic. And when it comes to 
price, well, Airfix have no competitors at 
all! 

So why not an article in AiRFIX MAGAZINE 
tracing the highlights of Airfix Products 
Limited? To them, a kit is a finished pro- 
duct, but introduce us to the men who work 
the slide rules so hard to get the scale 
accurate. Show us how all those intricate 
dies are made—I regard each one as a work 
of art. Perhaps we could have a look in at 
the packing department, for in ail the years 
I have bought Airfix kits I have met with 
only one error—and that was more than 
made good by return of post. 

I feel you have magazine material on your 
doorstep, so to speak, if you can get the 
factory to overcome their modesty! 

HARVEY SmitH, Wakefield. 


Quick service 

Your model kits give a great deal of 
pleasure to my young son, and we all have 
a share in assembling and painting them. 
They are improving all the time. The gun 
turrets and elevating guns of the Halifax 
are much better than on the Lancaster, and 
the detail of these and the crew members 
on the Flying Fortress is amazing. 

As regards future new kits, my son is 
always looking for the Lightning complete 
with tiger squadron markings, lightning 
flash and armament; ;the Argosy, which 
flew over here during the last Battle of 
Britain day; and also the new Hawker. 

Mrs C. Gee, Gateshead, Co Durham. 
Thank you for your comments, Mrs Gee. 
We hope you like this month’s News from 
Airfix! How’s that for  service?—Ed. 


Aircraft painting tip 

[ would like to try and help Mr T. W. 
Muirhead (January letters) in his quest 
for a merging effect and a mottling effect 
on enemy aircraft of World War II. A 
merging effect can be achieved by using 
a stencil brush. Either of the two colours 
to be merged can be used. The paint has 
first to be diluted, then painting begins, 
always keeping the larger part of the brush 
on the colour used on the brush. After 
first testing on spare plastic, a very realistic 
effect can be gained. Never have too much 


paint on the brush and bring the brush 
up and down, hitting the surface vertically. 

A mottled effect can be achieved by 
diluting paint and brushing it on to the 
tips of the bristles of a toothbrush. The 
brush is then put at right angles to the 
surface, and held a few inches away. A 
knife is then scraped along the bristles and 
the paint mottles the surface gradually. 
Always scrape the brush in the opposite 
direction to the surface (unless you want 
to mottle your face!). To ensure that no 
paint mottles the transparencies, cover 
them with a thin layer of lard. After 
painting the lard will come off the trans- 
parencies by rubbing it off with a cloth. 

GARETH SAUNDERS, Pembroke, S Wales. 


Anson conversion 
I was interested to read Mr Wood’s letter 
in the January issue of ArRFIX MAGAZINE 
concerning Anson 1 G-AMDA. The 
number he quoted, N4877, is not the air- 
craft’s construction number, but its original 
RAF serial number. 

Modellers wishing to make an accurate 
representation of this aircraft must, un- 
fortunately, rely on extremely accurate 


Continued on next page 


AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
BOUND VOLUMES 


New arrangements 


Will those readers of AIRFIX MAGAZINE 
who are in the habit of having their copies 
bound into book form, please note the 
following new arrangements: 


Copies for binding should, in future, be sent 
direct to: 


T. W. CoLeMAN Ltp, 
3 WINE OFFICE CourRT, 
FLEET STREET, 
LONDON, EC4 


enclosing your remittance. Cheques and POs 
should be made out to T. W. Coleman Ltd. 


Prices, including return postage and packing, 
are 15s for copies bound in black leather 
cloth and 20s for binding in black buckram. 
All bindings are lettered in gilt with the 
name, year and volume number on the 
spine and with the name on the front cover. 


We must point out that book binding of this 
nature is done by hand and, due to a 
shortage of skilled labour, it is a lengthy 
process. Approximately 2-3 months should 
be allowed for the completion of order. It 
is regretted that it is not possible to supply 
a title page and index. 


Black Morocco-grained leatherette loose-leaf 
binders, lettered ArRFIX MAGAZINE in gilt 
on the spine and designed to hold 12 
copies, are also available, price 15s each, 
from our London office at Ludgate Circus 
Buildings, London EC4. 
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Readers write—Continued 


brushwork, because the lettering above the 
side windows is much too small to be 
obtainable in any standard transfer lettering. 
The registration on the fin is just about 
suited by eighth-inch letters. In addition to 
the colouring mentioned by Mr Wood, the 
pilot’s anti-dazzle panel is in the same shade 
of blue as the rest of the trim, which could 
best be described as a ‘faded royal blue’. 

Conversions to the standard Airfix kit 

are as follows:— 

1. Remove, or do not fit, the dorsal 
turret. The resulting gap should be 
made flush with the rest of the fuselage 
with plastic wood, putty, or something 
similar. 

2. Remove the radio mast and DF loop 
from above the cabin. Fit a ‘bullet 
shaped’ DF aerial behind the space 
left by the radio mast. 

3. File the engine cowlings smooth. 

4. Remove the ‘blisters’ from the wing 
roots and replace them with a groove 
about seven-tenths of an inch long. 

5. Really fussy modellers can etch in the 
door surround, which is very apparent 
on the starboard side. 

K. Grace, Garston, Herts. 


Pen-friend needed 

Reader James Walker, of 27 Rodney Place, 
Walthamstow, London, E17, would like 
to correspond with an American or 
Canadian pen-friend willing to exchange 
kits. Those interested are invited to write 
direct to the above address. 


NEWS FROM AIRFIX—cContinued 


be assembled in either the open or closed 
position. 

A feature of the Stalin 3, which made its 
first appearance in 1945, was the width of 
the tracks (faithfully reproduced on the 
model). Each track was over two feet wide 
and this gave a very light ground loading, 
enabling the tank to operate over soft 
ground and snow. It weighed 46 tons, and 
was powered by a 520 bhp diesel engine, 
giving a top speed of 34 mph. Armament 
(which is authentically reproduced on the 
Airfix model) consisted of a 122 mm gun 
and a co-axial 7.62 mm machine-gun in the 
turret; a 12.7 mm heavy machine-gun was 
mounted on the turret cupola. 

The Stalin had poor crew comfort and 
finish, but this lack of refinement helped to 
speed production and it was made in large 
quantities, equipping the armies not only of 
Russia but also of the satellite countries, 
until replaced by the more modern T54 
in 1955, 


New kits and models—Continued 


team badge adorns the bonnet, there are 
racing numbers, and finish is, of course, in 
Italian racing red. Our only criticism of the 
model is that we would like to have seen it 
fitted with spoked wheels, which are so 
characteristic of the prototype. 

A special version of the Chevrolet Impala, 
finished as a fire chief’s car, completes 
Corgi’s six new model vehicles. It has two 
seated firemen, seats, steering wheel, radio 
aerial and Glidamatic spring suspension. 
There is also an orange warning beacon 
on the roof. Finish is in red and white with 
fire brigade badges on the doors and the 
words ‘Fire Chief’ on the bonnet. Length 
is 44 inches and price 5s. 

A whole range of life-like figures rounds 
off Corgi’s new batch of models. Scaled to 
Corgi Toys, the figures are designed to 
enhance even further the realism of 
Corgi vehicles and kits. Five sets, each 
containing six moulded figures, Comprise 
the series. Racing drivers and mechanics, 
spectators, race track officials, and press 
officials, are all suitable for use with the 
Corgi Silverstone kits and racing car models. 

The fifth set contains garage attendants 
and can, of course, be used with all model 
cars. The price of all Corgi figures is 2s 6d 
per set D.R. 


MAIL ORDER A SPECIALITY!!! 


_——__---—- 


Kits — Railways — Models — Accessories 


REVELL | 000 
PLAYCRAFT BRITAINS 
AURORA MAYCRAFT 
MARKLIN - KEIL 

H. & M. YEOMAN 
MONOGRAM MERCURY 


HORNBY 
LIONEL 


etc., etc., etc. 


ROAD RACING and TRAIN SETS— 
Accessories and Scenic Materials 


All Repairs Undertaken — 
to order — Models 


Layouts made 
made-up 


2,800 different kits in stock, beta tug pay us 
a visit and see for yourself 


WOOD GREEN MODEL CENTRE 


98, Craven Park Road | 460, West Green Road 
London, N.W.10 London, N.15 
Tel. ELG 3573 Tel. BOWes Park 5269 


CALLERS VERY WELCOME 
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ORDER FORM 


To: AIRFIX MAGAZINE (Advert Dept.) 


4 Ludgate Circus Buildings, Ludgate Circus, 
London, E.C.4. 


Please insert the following advertisement in 

the next issue of AIRFIX MAGAZINE. I 

enclose my remittance of ......... ak ey Tons d. 
(5d. per word) 


CREE EE EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EEE EE ES 


TREE OEE EEE EEE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE HEHEHE EEE HEHE EEO 
re 
eee ee ee ee ee 


Dit eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee eo 


(PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS) 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
‘WAR IN PICTURES’, complete, mint 
condition £3 10. 0. Airfix Magazines 
1-32, mostly re-covered £1. 17 Bracken 
Gardens, Barnes, S.W.13. 

WANTED 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE: July to December 
(inclusive) 1960. Florin each. First con- 
tact Gribble, Percy Street, Warkworth, 


fast fast to a glass - hard fi 





HUMBROL 


covers in one coat and dries fast 
nish 





Ly 
S 





A super-smooth finish com- 
pletely free of brushmarks, 
\ resistant to water, oil, diesel 
fuels etc., dry in 1 hour, light 
in weight and availableina 
e: wide range of superb 
=r) colours — yes, Humbrol’s the 
Hea top one-coat paint for 
at modellers the world over. 
wm (And it’s recommended by top 
Ha kit manufacturers !). 
Available from your local 
model shop and all branches 
of Hobbies Ltd. 4+ oz. tins 

d each. 

Humbrol complies with 
Safety Code B.S.3443:1961. 





Also ask for Britfix 77 Polystyrene Cement, Britfix 


66 Balsa Cement, Britfix 44 Tissue Paste, Humbrol 
One Pack Fuel Proofer and the fabulous Humbrol 
Jet Pak Spray Gun. 









— 


New Zealand, by Airletter. 


Take out an ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION to 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE 


Due to the ever increasing demand some readers may find difficulty in 
obtaining a regular copy of AiRFIxX MAGAZINE. To avoid disappointment 
these readers are advised to take out an annual subscription using the 
form below. 





To: Subscription Dept., AiRFIx MAGAZINE, SURRIDGE Dawson & Co. Ltp., 
136-142 New Kent Road, London, S.E.1. 


Please send AIRFIX MAGAZINE fo me each month for one year commencing w'h the 
Pi Soe CO issue. I enclose my remittance for 16s. (U.S.A. $3). 


SCHSSHHSSHESSSSS SESH OHOSSHSSHSOHCHSOHE SESE HHECHOHKHHEHDAOSTEOKCHOHOHEHECAEASSSOCHSCOC OCH SHR SEOROEOC HBO LESCEOSHEOS OSE 


(Please use block capitals). 
Subscriptions are also obtainable from Newsagents and Booksellers throughout 
the world. 
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Be a motor race ace with 


MOTOR RACING 


Here’s your chance to race your own car; 
to handle a realistic red Ferrari or racing 
green Cooper for lap after lap of exciting, 
twisting track. Throttle back now for a 
corner, and then accelerate out hard to 
build up those vital extra inches lead. 

There’s I| feet of strongly-constructed 
rigid track to race on—including a swooping, 
road-hopping fly-over—and you can 


ALL THIS YOU GET 
IN THE AIRFIX 
MOTOR RACING KIT 


1 1/32nd scale Cooper car 

1 1/32nd scale Ferrari car 

2 speed controllers 

11 feet of double track 

14 crash barriers 

Bridge supports, and bankings 





ALL PACKED 
IN A STRONG 
STORAGE BOX 


£4.19.11 





From toy, hobby, and model shops everywhere 








assemble it as you like or buy extra track 
to make even longer ‘laps’. 

Being Airfix, the cars are authentic | /32nd 
scale models. They have full Ackermann 
steering for natural cornering; they run 
off mains or battery and you ‘handle’ them 
with separate speed remote controllers. 
For real thrills and excitement be an Airfix 
Motor Ace—it’s terrific value at only £4.19.11. 


Just like the EXCITING real thing 


AIRFIX MOTOR RACING 


Airfix Products Ltd., Haldane Place, Garratt Lane, London, S.W.18 
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